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Abstract: The recurrence of global systemic shocks exposes the dead ends of management models 

based on absolute efficiency and the elimination of all structural redundancy. This paper proposes an 

innovative conceptual framework that re-examines capital structure through the lens of organizational 

resilience and antifragility. Drawing on the resource-based view and the dynamic capabilities 

perspective, our model demonstrates that the deliberate constitution of financial safety buffers 

(financial slack) is not a sterile opportunity cost, but rather the essential strategic fuel required to face 

radical uncertainty. Triggered by agile governance centered on the sensing, seizing, transforming triad, 

this financial architecture enables firms to move beyond mere shock absorption and capture an 

asymmetric competitive advantage driven by low-cost external growth and market share expansion 

during turbulent times. 

Keywords: Financial resilience; Antifragility; Financial slack; Dynamic capabilities; Financial 

governance; Radical uncertainty. 

 

Digital Object Identifier (DOI): https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22214405 

 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://journal-efm.fr/


Journal of Economics, Finance and Management (JEFM) 
ISSN: 2958-7360 
Vol. 5, No. 4, August 2026 
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license. 

   

  

 

 
 

http://journal-efm.fr                                                                                                                                                                       1129 
 

 

1. Introduction 

Over the past decade, the global business environment has undergone a profound structural 

metamorphosis, marking the end of an era of macroeconomic predictability and shifting toward a 

landscape characterized by chronic instability, heightened volatility, and the recurrence of systemic 

shocks. Disruptions of unprecedented magnitude; ranging from the global COVID-19 health crisis and 

geopolitical tensions fragmenting international flows, to supply chain breakdowns and inflationary 

shocks, have radically altered firms' operating and financing conditions. Faced with this growing 

complexity, classical theories of corporate finance and strategic management find themselves confronted 

with their own paradigmatic limits. 

Since the foundational works of modern finance, the financial governance of organizations has been 

dictated by the obsessive pursuit of operational efficiency and cost optimization. So-called "lean" 

management models, highly leveraged capital structures designed to maximize leverage effects, and 

just-in-time procurement strategies have long been heralded as the gold standards of managerial 

performance. While these approaches proved highly effective during periods of stable growth for 

maximizing short-term shareholder value, they simultaneously forged organizational structures of 

extreme fragility. When high-intensity systemic crises occur, the lack of operational leeway, structural 

liquidity cushions, and financial flexibility translates into cascading failures (Teece et al., 2016). 

Consequently, the survival and long-term viability of organizations no longer depend solely on their 

ability to minimize costs, but on their capacity to absorb shocks, adapt, and rapidly reconfigure 

themselves. This is the core purpose of the conceptual transition toward financial resilience (Bhamra et 

al., 2011). 

Yet, despite the abundance of empirical literature devoted to corporate responses to cyclical crises, a 

persistent theoretical gap remains at the crossroads of strategic management and corporate finance. On 

the one hand, traditional finance approaches resilience through an essentially static and accounting-

based lens, reducing it to solvency ratios, immediate liquidity, or debt-servicing capacity (Brigham & 

Ehrhardt, 2019). On the other hand, established strategic theories; such as the Resource-Based View 

(Barney, 1991) or Contingency Theory (Donaldson, 2001), analyze organizational adaptation or the 

optimization of internal resources in a siloed manner, without explicitly articulating them with financial 

architecture and capital flows. Consequently, there is a lack of a unified conceptual framework capable 

of explaining how financial, organizational, and dynamic dimensions interact to transform an exogenous 

shock into an opportunity for strategic renewal. 

To bridge this conceptual gap and move beyond the hegemony of efficiency-driven models, this article 

revolves around the following central research question: How can corporate financial resilience be 

conceptualized to enable organizations to transition from a logic of reactive shock absorption to a 

proactive antifragility posture in the face of global systemic turbulence? 

To address this question, the primary objective of this study is to build a multidimensional conceptual 

model integrating financial architecture flexibility, dynamic resource reconfiguration, and adaptive 

governance. By intersecting the contributions of dynamic capabilities theory and corporate finance, this 
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research aims to redefine the strategic role of the financial function and corporate leaders when 

navigating in uncertain environments. 

This theoretical contribution stands out through a threefold contribution. First, it offers an in-depth 

critique of the structural limits of financial models based on extreme efficiency. Second, it proposes an 

original conceptual framework formalizing the architecture of financial resilience and organizational 

antifragility, understood not as mere neutral resistance, but as a positive asymmetry in the face of 

disorder. Third, it outlines an innovative research agenda designed to pave the way for future empirical 

investigations in the field. 

The remainder of this article is organized as follows. The second section provides a critical review of 

the limitations inherent in efficiency theories and traces the conceptual evolution of organizational 

resilience. The third section mobilizes the theoretical foundations necessary to conceptualize the 

articulation between strategic management and financial architecture. Building upon this foundation, 

the fourth section formalizes our multidimensional conceptual model. Finally, the fifth section discusses 

the managerial implications of this modeling and outlines an agenda for future research. 

2. Critical Review of Efficiency Theories and the Evolution of the Resilience Concept 

Before analyzing how contemporary organizations can safeguard against systemic shocks, it is 

imperative to question the theoretical dogmas that have long dictated corporate financial governance. 

This section deconstructs the hegemonic paradigm of efficiency; long perceived as the alpha and omega 

of performance, to understand how and why management literature has had to execute a major 

epistemological shift toward the theories of resilience and antifragility. 

2.1. The Hegemony of Financial Efficiency: Foundations and Impasses 

For several decades, the foundations of modern corporate finance have been largely shaped by a priority 

quest for resource optimization and short-term shareholder value maximization (Jensen & Meckling, 

1976). Concepts such as the Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC), financial leverage, and lean 

capital structures have long been heralded as paragons of sound management. In the field of supply 

chain and operations, just-in-time models drastically reduced capital tied up in working capital 

requirements, thereby artificially improving the apparent return on capital employed (Christopher, 

2016). 

However, the trap does not lie in the pursuit of efficiency itself; which remains a formidable driver of 

value creation during stationary periods, but in its exclusive and dogmatic nature. This paradigm relies 

on a major implicit assumption: the relative stability of the macroeconomic environment and the 

predictability of exogenous flows. By eliminating any structural redundancy, mistakenly perceived by 

traditional accounting as mere waste, these models of absolute efficiency destroy indispensable room 

for maneuver. When the environment shifts toward radical uncertainty and repeated systemic shocks, 

these structures reveal a fatal structural fragility (Taleb, 2012). The lack of liquidity cushions, the over-

optimization of inventories, and excessive debt intended to maximize return on equity transform the 

slightest supply disruption or credit tightening into an acute solvency crisis. 
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Nevertheless, the awareness of the limits of these absolute efficiency models did not occur in isolation; 

it required a profound overhaul of how organizations perceive uncertainty, leading from simple 

traditional risk management to the more holistic notion of resilience. 

2.2. From Traditional Risk Management to Organizational Resilience 

Mindful of the limits of myopic optimization, management literature gradually turned toward Enterprise 

Risk Management (ERM) (Bromiley et al., 2015). However, traditional ERM approaches remain largely 

probabilistic: they seek to identify, quantify, and hedge identifiable risks using historical data (VaR, 

stochastic modeling). Yet, contemporary systemic shocks are precisely characterized by their nature as 

"black swans" or high-intensity events with unmeasurable probabilities (Knight, 1921). 

It is within this conceptual void that the concept of resilience emerged from engineering and ecology 

sciences to be transposed into strategic management and finance (Bhamra et al., 2011). Initially defined 

as the mere capacity of a system to return to its initial state following a shock (elasticity), organizational 

resilience has evolved into a dynamic vision. It is no longer limited to a defensive reaction of returning 

to normal, but incorporates a dimension of structural adaptation and organizational learning. 

While this conceptual transition has firmly anchored itself in the field of strategic management, its 

concrete translation within financial architecture and capital structure still largely remains to be 

perfected, paving the way for a new interpretation of performance in an unstable environment. 

2.3. Toward a Financial Conceptualization of Resilience: From Absorption to Antifragility 

Despite this transition in the management literature, the strictly financial translation of resilience remains 

fragmentary. Corporate finance research still too often associates resilience with static short-term 

indicators, such as the current ratio or the interest coverage ratio (Brigham & Ehrhardt, 2019). 

However, a truly resilient financial architecture requires rethinking capital structure not merely as a tool 

to minimize the cost of capital, but as a reservoir of strategic options (Dixit & Pindyck, 1994). This 

involves making a conceptual leap toward what Taleb (2012) terms antifragility: whereas resilience 

ensures neutrality in the face of a shock (absorption and return to equilibrium), antifragility designates 

the capacity of a financial system to strengthen, thrive, and extract an asymmetric advantage from 

disorder. It is precisely this articulation between the flexibility of financial architecture and the capacity 

for dynamic reconfiguration that our study intends to model in the subsequent sections. 

To properly measure the epistemological break induced by our analytical framework, the table below 

summarizes the fundamental opposition between the postulates of traditional finance focused on 

absolute efficiency and those of financial architecture oriented toward antifragility. 
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Table 1. Comparative Synthesis: From the Efficiency Paradigm to the Financial Antifragility 

Paradigm 

Comparison 

Axis 

Traditional Paradigm (Absolute 

Efficiency) 

New Paradigm  

(Financial Antifragility) 

Strategic 

Objective 

Short-term shareholder value 

maximization (ROE, WACC 

reduction) 

Sustainability, long-term value 

preservation, and creation of real options 

Financial 

Structure 

Lean structures without cushions 

(zero slack), heavy reliance on 

leverage 

Deliberate constitution of financial slack 

(excess cash, preserved borrowing 

capacity) 

Risk Treatment Probabilizable and insurable risk 

(statistical hedging, VaR) 

Radical uncertainty and systemic shocks 

(Knightian "black swans") 

Posture Toward 

Shocks 

Reactive absorption, rigidity of 

"lean" structures, increased 

vulnerability 

Dynamic reconfiguration and positive 

asymmetry (benefiting from disorder) 

Crisis Outcome Acute solvency crisis, cascading 

failures, or forced restructurings 

Capture of market share, acquisition of 

distressed assets, and sustained 

competitive advantage 

Source: Authors' elaboration based on corporate finance and strategic management literature (notably 

Jensen & Meckling, 1976; Knight, 1921; Taleb, 2012). 

3. Theoretical Foundations: The Articulation Between Strategic Management and 

Corporate Finance 

To move beyond the siloed vision that traditionally separates strategic management from corporate 

finance, it is imperative to establish solid conceptual bridges. This section lays the theoretical 

foundations for linking organizations' financial architecture with their adaptive capabilities, drawing 

upon the resource-based view, contingency theory, agency theory, and financial flexibility. 

3.1. Moving Beyond the Static View Through the Resource-Based View 

In line with the foundational works of Barney (1991), organizational performance and sustainability 

during periods of turbulence no longer rely solely on competitive market positioning, but on the 

possession and orchestration of rare, inimitable, and non-substitutable internal resources. Applied to the 

financial field, this approach invites us to consider capital, financial structure, and liquidity reserves not 

merely as passive accounting items subject to a logic of minimizing the cost of capital, but as key 

strategic resources. 

When the macroeconomic environment is struck by unpredictable systemic shocks, organizations 

endowed with flexible financial resources possess a major comparative advantage. Unlike rigid 

structures optimized for a stable equilibrium, firms capable of rapidly redeploying their assets and 

mobilizing financial cushions transform an exogenous constraint into an opportunity for renewal 
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(Barney, 1991). Financial resources are no longer just a medium of exchange; they become a capacity-

building asset that fosters corporate plasticity. 

3.2. Organizational and Structural Alignment in the Face of Turbulence: Insights from 

Contingency Theory 

To understand how these financial resources interact with the environment, Contingency Theory 

(Donaldson, 2001) provides an indispensable explanatory framework. It posits that there is no 

universally optimal organizational or financial structure; performance stems from the fit between an 

organization's characteristics and the demands of its external environment. 

In a context of high uncertainty and chronic volatility, rigid and bureaucratic structures prove structurally 

inadequate. Financial and managerial architecture must demonstrate plasticity. Environmental 

contingency thus dictates a shift from financial governance based on strict control and systematic cost 

reduction toward adaptive governance, where capital structure joins the levers of organizational 

flexibility (Donaldson, 2001). Structural adjustment is therefore no longer reactive; it becomes the 

expression of a permanent alignment between environmental complexity and the complexity of the 

firm's financial response. 

3.3. Integrating Radical Uncertainty and Financial Optionality 

The articulation between strategic management and finance finds a direct extension in the analysis of 

uncertainty formalized by Knight (1921), who distinguishes measurable, insurable, and probabilizable 

risk from radical uncertainty, which is irreducible to past data. Faced with such uncertainty, traditional 

tools of strict discounted cash flow analysis prove insufficient. This is where the perspective of 

investment under uncertainty (Dixit & Pindyck, 1994) takes on its full meaning: holding liquidity or 

maintaining flexible capital structures is not an inefficiency generating costs, but the acquisition of a 

genuine portfolio of real options. 

These financial options enable managers to delay, expand, contract, or reconfigure their investment 

projects when systemic shocks materialize. By intersecting this perspective with agency theory (Jensen 

& Meckling, 1976), a crucial managerial issue is highlighted: the time-horizon conflict between 

shareholders (often myopic and obsessed with immediate ROE maximization) and managers as 

guarantors of corporate sustainability. Maintaining financial safety cushions creates an inherent agency 

tension, as shareholders fear the hoarding or squandering of free cash flow (Jensen, 1999). Rethinking 

financial resilience thus requires legitimizing these safety margins as the ultimate guarantee for 

preserving long-term value against the risk of ruin. 

3.4. From Disciplinary Governance to Adaptive Governance: The Contribution of Dynamic 

Capabilities 

Finally, to complete these theoretical foundations, it is necessary to mobilize the managerial perspective 

of dynamic capabilities (Teece et al., 2016). Financial resilience is not a static state, but a continuous 

process of strategic orchestration built around three fundamental dimensions: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://journal-efm.fr/


Journal of Economics, Finance and Management (JEFM) 
ISSN: 2958-7360 
Vol. 5, No. 4, August 2026 
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license. 

   

  

 

 
 

http://journal-efm.fr                                                                                                                                                                       1134 
 

• The sensing capacity: Early detection of weak signals and potential macroeconomic 

disruptions. 

• The seizing capacity: Mobilizing the financial architecture to capture opportunities born from 

crises or to secure positions necessary for survival. 

• The transforming capacity: Deeply reconfiguring the tangible, intangible, and financial assets 

of the organization. 

By thus intersecting the rigor of financial architecture, agency theory, and dynamic capabilities, we lay 

the essential conceptual foundations required to formalize our resilience model in the following section. 

4. Multidimensional Conceptual Model of Financial Resilience and Antifragility 

Following this review of theoretical foundations, it appears clear that financial resilience cannot be 

apprehended as a single ratio or an isolated variable. It constitutes a complex, dynamic, and 

multidimensional system. This section formalizes our conceptual framework, articulating the 

architecture of the financial structure, resource reconfiguration mechanisms, and the transition toward 

organizational antifragility. 

4.1. Financial Structure Architecture and Strategic Liquidity Cushions 

The first pillar of our model rests on the redefining of capital architecture. Contrary to traditional dogma 

dictated by the Modigliani-Miller theorem and the constant pursuit of maximal leverage; supposed to 

minimize the weighted average cost of capital (WACC), financial resilience requires the deliberate 

constitution of structural safety cushions (or financial slack). These cushions do not constitute a 

temporary inefficiency, but a strategic life insurance policy that unfolds in three interdependent forms: 

• Excess liquidity reserve (cash slack): Holding liquid assets beyond strict operational working 

capital requirements. Far from being a mere source of opportunity cost linked to the under-

remuneration of cash, this cash cushion serves as the primary shield of defense when credit 

markets freeze and counterparty risk skyrockets. 

• Unused debt capacity: Deliberately maintaining a debt ratio below the firm's maximum 

borrowing capacity. This apparent sub-optimization of leverage offers the sovereign possibility 

of raising fresh capital in an emergency when a systemic shock occurs, whereas debt-saturated 

firms find all access to bank windows denied. 

• Maturity structure flexibility (maturity matching and flexibility): Balancing debt maturities 

to avoid refinancing impasses (debt maturity mismatch) during periods of extreme interest rate 

volatility. Having staggered long-term debt shields the organization from immediate liquidity 

risk. 

These financial components collectively act as shock absorbers, allowing the firm to weather brutal 

revenue drops and operating cycle tensions without compromising its short-term solvency or plunging 

into bankruptcy. 
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4.2. Mechanisms of Dynamic Resource Reconfiguration 

However, the mere possession of financial cushions, although necessary, remains an insufficient 

condition to guarantee organizational sustainability. For a firm to transition from a defensive posture 

(reactive resilience) to a value-creation posture in times of crisis, it must imperatively mobilize dynamic 

reconfiguration mechanisms. Directly anchored in the dynamic capabilities perspective, these 

mechanisms reflect the financial management's ability to orchestrate assets with agility: 

• Agile capital reallocation: Instantly redirecting investment flows away from mature, 

vulnerable activities or those struck by the exogenous shock toward emerging segments, 

digitalization projects, or strategic pivot opportunities. This rapid reallocation prevents the 

entrenchment of resources in obsolete assets. 

• Proactive working capital management: Dynamically adjusting the components of working 

capital requirements (WCR). This implies rigorous management of customer credit terms, 

negotiation of supplier payment terms, and optimization of inventory turnover to preserve net 

operating cash flow, thereby transforming WCR into a true financial safety valve. 

• Activation of strategic financial partnerships: Mobilizing preventive bank syndications, debt 

restructuring agreements, or targeted equity alliances to dilute systemic risk and share the 

financial burden with solid stakeholders. 

4.3. From Resilience to Antifragility: The Integrated Conceptual Model 

The convergence of these pillars leads to the emergence of a financial antifragility posture. Whereas a 

merely resilient firm absorbs the shock, absorbs the loss, and laboriously returns to its initial equilibrium 

point, the antifragile organization structurally benefits from disorder and volatility. 

When a major systemic shock strikes the market, fragile competitors—under-capitalized or trapped by 

inflexible "lean" structures—are immediately forced into fire sales, massive layoffs, or bankruptcy. 

Thanks to its liquidity cushions, preserved borrowing capacity, and reconfiguration capabilities, the 

organization endowed with an antifragile architecture is able to: 

• Capture low-cost inorganic growth opportunities, acquiring strategic assets or distressed 

competitors at discounted valuations. 

• Lock in and expand market share, capitalizing on the competitive vacuum left by industry 

failures. 

• Durablely strengthen stakeholder trust (shareholders, banks, customers, and suppliers), 

thereby consolidating an asymmetric and sustainable competitive advantage. 

Our conceptual model thus demonstrates that performance in an uncertain environment no longer lies 

in the myopic optimization of short-term efficiency, but in the institutionalization of financial leeway 

that generates strategic options and long-term value. In short, the articulated model unfolds through a 

virtuous causal loop: the financial architecture (slack cushions) provides the safety fuel, activated in 
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times of crisis by dynamic capabilities (sensing, seizing, transforming), ultimately leading to an outcome 

of antifragility (market share capture, positive asymmetry, and low-cost inorganic growth). 

4.4. Schematic Representation of the Multidimensional Model 

To synthesize the dynamics of our conceptual framework, Figure 1 below formalizes the systemic 

sequence linking the initial financial architecture to the emergence of organizational antifragility. 

 

Figure 1. Multidimensional Conceptual Model of Financial Resilience and Antifragility 

This modeling highlights the sequential and interdependent nature of the resilience process. Financial 

safety cushions (block 1) constitute the inert yet indispensable stock of resources; they only acquire their 

full strategic value when the financial management deploys its dynamic capabilities (block 2) to react 

to shocks. It is the alchemy of these two components that enables the organization to transition from 

simple passive defense to a proactive posture of antifragility (block 3), transforming macroeconomic 

disorder into an asymmetric competitive advantage. 

5. Managerial Implications and Strategic Recommendations 

Beyond its theoretical contribution at the crossroads of corporate finance and strategic management, the 

model of financial resilience and antifragility offers concrete lines of action for executives, chief 

financial officers (CFOs), and board members. Transitioning from a paradigm of myopic efficiency to 

an antifragility architecture requires a profound overhaul of governance and organizational steering 

practices. 

 

Financial 
Architecture: 

the Slack 
Reservoir

• Excess cash slack

• Unused debt capacity

• Maturity matching and structural flexibility

Activated under stress via adaptive governance

Financial Dynamic 
Capabilities: 

Strategic 
Orchestration

• Sensing (early detection of weak signals and macro shocks)

• Seizing (agile capital reallocation and resource capture)

• Transforming (deep reconfiguration of operations and assets)

Ultimately generating a positive asymmetry facing disorder

Antifragility 
Posture: 

Structural 
Reinforcement

• Low-cost external growth (distressed asset acquisitions)

• Market share expansion (leveraging competitive vacuums)

• Long-term consolidation of stakeholder trust
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5.1. Institutionalizing Safety Cushions Against the Obsession with Short-Term Return 

The first managerial implication lies in the legitimization and sanctification of financial slack. In many 

firms, holding excess liquidity or maintaining unused borrowing capacity is immediately penalized by 

shareholders or internal evaluation grids, as it is perceived as a barrier to immediate profitability (ROE) 

or an apparent violation of the Modigliani-Miller theorem. 

Executives must therefore engage in educational and financial communication work with the board of 

directors and investors. This involves redefining these safety cushions not as sterile opportunity costs, 

but as an indispensable strategic insurance premium against the risk of ruin in an uncertain environment. 

The carrying cost of these liquidities or debt margins must be weighed as the necessary counterpart to 

acquiring real options for survival and growth. 

5.2. Redefining the Role of the Chief Financial Officer (CFO): From Control Accounting to 

Strategic Orchestration 

In the traditional model based on efficiency, the financial function is essentially retrospective, 

disciplinary, and focused on cost reduction and budget compliance. Shifting toward financial dynamic 

capabilities requires transforming the CFO into an architect of organizational plasticity. 

The CFO must actively steer the three dimensions of resilience: 

• Upstream (sensing): Developing advanced macro-financial monitoring tools to anticipate 

interest rate shocks, banking liquidity tightening, or value chain disruptions. 

• At the heart of the crisis (seizing): Having alternative capital reallocation scenarios and 

proactive working capital requirement (WCR) management to instantly transform receivables 

or inventories into battle liquidity. 

• Downstream (transforming): Orchestrating the flexibility of debt maturity structures to avoid 

any refinancing impasses at the moment credit markets freeze. 

5.3. Driving Growth Through Asymmetry: Exploiting Competitors' Vulnerabilities 

Finally, for managers, managerial antifragility implies a complete shift in psychological and strategic 

posture when facing a crisis. While periods of macroeconomic turbulence traditionally trigger a reflex 

of defensive withdrawal, indiscriminate budget cuts, and operational panic, the organization endowed 

with an antifragile architecture must adopt an asymmetrical offensive posture. 

Executives must prepare to capitalize on industry chaos. When direct competitors; weakened by rigid 

lean structures and excessive debt, collapse or sell off assets at a fire sale, the resilient firm equipped 

with financial slack must position itself as an agile acquirer. The crisis must no longer be experienced 

as an inflicted fatality, but as a unique window of opportunity to capture structural market shares, acquire 

strategic assets at a low cost, and permanently reshape the competitive landscape of its sector. 
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6. Discussion and Future Research Agenda 

While the conceptual model developed in this study builds innovative bridges between strategic 

management and corporate finance, it simultaneously opens up a vast field of empirical investigations 

and raises certain methodological limitations that call for future research. 

6.1. Toward Empirical Validation: Methodological Avenues 

The primary limitation of this contribution remains its essentially conceptual nature. To transform this 

framework into proven managerial laws, a rigorous empirical research agenda must be charted: 

• Quantitative approach (Econometric studies): It would be relevant to test the impact of holding 

financial slack (excess cash and unused borrowing capacity) on stock market performance and 

firm survival during major systemic crises (such as the COVID-19 pandemic or recent 

inflationary shocks). Samples of listed firms, particularly in Mediterranean or African emerging 

markets (such as companies listed on the Casablanca Stock Exchange), would provide a relevant 

observation ground to measure whether slack-endowed structures resist currency and interest 

rate shocks better. 

• Qualitative approach (Multiple case studies): Field surveys based on semi-structured interviews 

with Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) would make it possible to analyze how financial dynamic 

capabilities (sensing, seizing, transforming) are concretely operationalized on a daily basis and 

how agency trade-offs with shareholders are negotiated. 

6.2. Scientific Contributions of the Research 

The contribution of this research is not limited to a mere juxtaposition of existing notions; it redefines 

the articulation between corporate finance and strategic management through three major scientific 

contributions: 

1. A theoretical contribution at the crossroads of finance and strategic management (Moving 

beyond the dogma of efficiency):  

The first contribution consists of building a daring epistemological bridge between orthodox corporate 

finance; long dominated by the myopic optimization of the cost of capital (Modigliani-Miller, lean 

structures), and the theories of contingency and antifragility (Taleb, 2012). By demonstrating that the 

exclusive pursuit of efficiency leads to systemic vulnerability in the face of "black swans," the article 

legitimizes the redefining of financial performance no longer through cost minimization in a stationary 

period, but through long-term value preservation in an environment of radical uncertainty. 

2. An original conceptual contribution (Modeling the Slack-Capabilities-Antifragility causal 

loop):  

The second contribution lies in the formalization of an unprecedented multidimensional model. The 

article moves beyond the static and isolated vision of financial slack (cash or borrowing capacity) by 

dynamically articulating it with the perspective of dynamic capabilities (sensing, seizing, transforming). 
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Highlighting this causal loop; where the financial safety cushion provides the "fuel," activated by 

managerial orchestration to result in positive asymmetry (acquisition of discounted assets, market share 

capture), constitutes an innovative analytical framework for thinking about the financial plasticity of 

organizations. 

3. A managerial and praxeological contribution (Redefining the role of the Chief Financial 

Officer):  

Finally, on a more practical level, the research contributes to evolving the posture of the financial 

function. By transforming the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) from a traditional role of retrospective 

budget controller to that of an architect of resilience and real options, the article provides practitioners 

with an analytical grid to justify the sanctuary of financial safety cushions against short-term shareholder 

pressures. 

6.3. Contextual Implications, Institutional Contingencies, and Model Limitations 

While the proposed conceptual model lays the groundwork for a universal architecture of financial 

resilience, its operational implementation and explanatory scope encounter important contextual, 

sectoral, and institutional variations that must be nuanced: 

• The asymmetry of institutional contexts and emerging markets: The constitution of financial 

safety cushions (financial slack) does not occur with the same ease depending on the degree of 

financial market development. In developed economies, fluid access to bond and banking 

markets allows for the rapid adjustment of capital structures. In contrast, in many emerging and 

African contexts; such as the Moroccan productive fabric, bank credit rationing, the high cost 

of liquidity, and the narrowness of the financial market make the constitution of an "unused 

borrowing capacity" particularly complex and costly. Consequently, cash slack plays a 

predominant role, transforming the holding of cash reserves into a survival imperative when 

facing foreign exchange volatility and international supply shocks. 

• Sectoral specificities and capital intensity: The model must also be modulated according to the 

nature of the industry. Capital-intensive firms (heavy industry, infrastructure, automotive) bear 

fixed costs and rigid asset structures that limit their immediate leeway compared to technology 

or service firms, which possess superior natural operational plasticity. The trade-off between 

efficiency and resilience cannot therefore be subject to a single norm; it must be calibrated 

against the intrinsic vulnerability of each sector to exogenous shocks. 

• Methodological limitations and extension perspectives: From an epistemological standpoint, 

our approach remains an essentially deductive theoretical construction. The primary limitation 

lies in the absence of an immediate empirical test of the modeled causal loop. Moreover, the 

model assumes a managerial rationality and anticipatory capacity (sensing) that managers' 

cognitive biases in situations of acute crisis may sometimes impair. 

These limitations outline a stimulating research program: future studies will need to empirically quantify 

the elasticity of firm performance in the face of shocks according to their degree of slack, while 
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incorporating the regulatory, cultural, and macroeconomic specificities inherent to different business 

ecosystems. 

7. Conclusion 

The structural metamorphosis of the global economy and the resurgence of systemic shocks; health, 

geopolitical, logistics, and monetary, have sounded the death knell of an era where macroeconomic 

predictability guaranteed the survival of business models. Faced with this chronic instability, this article 

has sought to deconstruct the hegemonic dogma of absolute efficiency and myopic cost optimization, 

long heralded as the unsurpassable standard of managerial performance. By highlighting the fatal 

fragility engendered by "lean" structures and excessive leverage in an uncertain environment, our 

research has undertaken a major epistemological shift: repositioning corporate finance at the crossroads 

of strategic management to theorize the transition from purely defensive resilience to a proactive posture 

of antifragility. 

By intersecting the contributions of the Resource-Based View, Contingency Theory, the analysis of 

radical uncertainty, Agency Theory, and the dynamic capabilities perspective, we have formalized an 

unprecedented multidimensional conceptual model. This modeling demonstrates that the survival and 

prosperity of organizations no longer rely on the sterile minimization of the cost of capital, but on the 

deliberate institutionalization of a flexible financial architecture; namely, financial slack. Whether 

through excess liquidity reserves, preserved borrowing capacity, or a staggered maturity structure, these 

safety cushions do not constitute a temporary inefficiency, but the acquisition of a genuine portfolio of 

real options. 

The originality of our theoretical contribution lies in highlighting a virtuous causal loop: the financial 

architecture provides the indispensable safety reservoir which, when activated under stress by dynamic 

orchestration capabilities (sensing, seizing, transforming), enables the firm to generate a positive 

asymmetry in the face of disorder. Far from suffering from the crisis, the antifragile organization 

structurally benefits from it to acquire discounted assets at a low cost, capture the competitive vacuum 

left by the failure of rigid structures, and durably consolidate stakeholder trust. Furthermore, the 

managerial implications formulated invite a profound rethink of the Chief Financial Officer's (CFO) 

posture, called upon to evolve from a role of disciplinary accountant to that of an architect of 

organizational plasticity, while conducting essential pedagogical work to legitimize these margins of 

maneuver before a shareholder base often obsessed with short-term profitability. 

Admittedly, this conceptual contribution bears limitations inherent to its theoretical nature. The proposed 

model must imperatively be tested through future empirical investigations, both via quantitative 

econometric panel data studies (examining the behavior of slack-endowed structures during major crises 

across various markets, including emerging economic contexts) and qualitative multiple case study 

approaches with finance practitioners. 

Ultimately, this article redefines the strategic role of the financial function in the 21st century. It sends 

a strong message to executives and researchers: in a world dominated by complexity and "black swans," 

true performance is no longer measured by the ability to optimize peacetime, but by the aptitude to 
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capitalize on chaos. Financial resilience thus ceases to be a mere solvency constraint to become the 

sovereign engine of an asymmetric and sustainable competitive advantage. 
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